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Sunday is the first Sunday of Lent.  On this Sunday the Gospel re-

flects on the temptation of Jesus during His 40 days in the desert.   

Tempted by the devil and surrounded by wild beasts, Jesus remained 

faithful to His Father.  When the devil left Jesus angels came and 

ministered to Him. The days of Lent are for us a little like Jesus’ 

days in the desert. Although we won’t actually experience the incon-

veniences and loneliness of a real desert., we can create our own desert experiences over 

the next six weeks.  We can chose to do things that make us think of Jesus’ experience in 

the desert.  We can choose to be uncomfortable. We can choose to be a little hungry or 

thirsty.  We can turn off our means of media communications such as cell phones, Face-

book, etc.  We can take time to be alone. In each of these situations we can choose to 

have an experience that is symbolically like Jesus’ experience in the desert. In our 

“desert experiences” we can focus on God and listen deep in our heart to what God is 

saying to us personally. And like Jesus, I will be tempted.  Keep a journal of your “desert 

experiences.” 

    REGISTRATION for 2018-2019 

Registration for students entering grades 1-8 is due on Monday, February 19th.  
The registration packet can be found on the school website.  For your convenience, and 

with the exception of the signature lines, the forms are in a fillable file which we encour-

age you to use.  Completed forms along with registration fees are to be returned to the 

school office no later than  February 19th.  Once again we remind you of the tuition sup-

port grants that are available to families who meet the criteria.  Contact Sister Joan for 

details.  If your child/children are not returning to St. Paul’s please notify the office 

ASAP so that another child will have the opportunity to register at St. Paul’s.  We have 

wait lists in many of the classes. 

FESTIVAL INFORMATION 

Festival opens March 15th and runs thru March 18th. Festival and Auction are 

our two big fundraisers.  All parents must volunteer in support of both these 

events.  For single parent families the mandated volunteer hours for auction or 

festival are 3 hours.  For 2 parent families the mandated hours are 5.  Volunteer 

early by going to SignUp.com.  Please take time to read the Sponsorship flyer          

in today’s Brown Envelope. 

    SAFETY REMINDERS 
It is the school policy to ask for your name when you ring the front doorbell. Please do 

not take offense at this as it is for the safety of your children and school personnel.  Par-

ents/visitors must enter the building from the front door. Students are always instructed 

not to open the door even if they recognize the person ringing the doorbell.   

Morning drop off begins at 7:30A.M. when teachers are on the plaza to supervise. We 

are seeing students being dropped off as early as 7:15A.M. with no supervision.  Thank 

you for your cooperation.    
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Mission Statement 

Inspired by the charism of 

the Franciscan Sisters of 

Allegany, the mission of 

St. Paul Catholic School is 

to provide students with a 

foundation for life through 

faith, academics, and 

service and to assist 

students in developing 

their gifts and talents, so 

that they may fulfill the 

plan God has for their 

lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

“ Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you.” 

                                       Romans 15:7                                           



  

From the Desk of Mr. McEntegart, Campus Minister 
I have been very blessed this year in having the opportunity to accompany small groups of 
our middle school students to serve local people in need.   This year we have been striving 
to answer Jesus's command to help those in need (Matthew 25:31-46) by visiting those who 
are hungry, lonely and/or sick.  Eighteen of these Service Field trips involve preparing and 
serving food for about 100 people, which costs about $200 per trip.   First, I'd like to invite 
you to read a student witness each week of this Lenten season.  Second, please pray for 
those at the service organization the student has written about.  Third, please consider do-
nating to help cover the $3600 that will be spent purchasing the food we prepare for those in 
need this school year.  (Note: this week’s Student Essay & the Donation form/directions are 
in this newsletter attachment) 
 

  

We are most grateful to all the families who supported our Catho-

lic Schools Week Walk-A–Thon for our sister parish in Haiti.   

We raised $5,885.50.  These monies will cover the cost of in-

stalling bathrooms in the new school which we helped to build 

through previous Walk-A-Thon’s. May God bless you for your 

generosity to our  Haitian brothers and sisters.    

  

                                            

                                                     PRAYERS 
Let us remember in prayer our sick relatives, benefactors and friends 

especially Purita Salamanca, grandmother of Isaiah VanWanzeele; 

Elisa Verch, mother of Addie and Ethan; Mary Jean Pastura, grand-

mother of Carmen Pastura; Lee Bush, grandmother of Brennan 

Huepenbecker; Carlos Escobar, father of Vincent; Susan Hummel, 

grandmother of Molly Hohl; Angelo Guarnieri, grandfather of Blake 

Guarnieri; Thomas Davis, great grandfather of Jason Jadeo; Becca 

Buete, sister of CeeCee and JP Buete, and Tiffani Moore, the aunt of 

Gavin Sparks.  We also pray for all those suffering from the violence 

at the high school in Parkland, Florida. May they find comfort in knowing that they are in-

cluded in the prayers of their brothers and sisters.  We also remember all of our deceased rel-

atives, friends and benefactors. May all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

    

             

 

             Invitation to Learn About & Support St. Paul’s School Service Trips! 

 

LORD, MAKE US INSTRUMENTS OF YOUR PEACE!  

 

 

 

February 19 

6th Grade  Service 

Trip Daystar 

Life Center 

 

February 20 

Grade 6 Focus 11 

Tampa 

 

End of 2nd  

Trimester 

 

February 21 

ALP Party 

3-4:30 Library 

 

February 22 

1st Grade Interna-

tional Animal Fest 

1-2:45 p.m. Gym 

 

February 23 

EC 4 Bike-A-Thon 

10 A.M. Plaza 

 Spanish Bowl 

St. Pete Catholic 

High School 

9:30—11:30 A.M. 

 Grade 7 

Mind, Body Retreat 

 

February 24 

Diocesan Pro Life 

Rally at Mary Help of 

Christians 

Contact Youth Minis-

ter for Details  

822-3481 

 

Dads Soccer 



Daystar Service Trip Reflection from St. Paul’s 7th Grade Student 

 

About a month ago I went on a field trip to Daystar My experience was amazing, scary but amazing I was 

really scared at first but got over it by looking at my friends and how they handled everything that was 

going on. The people there were really nice and welcoming they laughed and joked with there friends 

none of them were really angry but some did get a little mad but not at us mostly. It was really fun going 

to Daystar it was awesome to see how my friends handled everything that was going on with careful ease.  

 

Daystar is a shelter like business that helps homeless people they will pay 75 dollars of your bill each 

month whatever bill that needs to be paid. When you go in you have to wait but then they will give you a 

sheet and you would have to circle what you need for example if you needed clothes you would circle the 

clothes option someone will interview you asking you why you would need these items and then if you 

pass you go shop at the little store in the back for the items you need. Daystar is a nonprofit organization 

that helps homeless people with food, bills, and clothes they take really good care of their customers 

making sure they have food and water so they have the energy to go through the day. Daystar also makes 

lunch for people everyday they make a sandwich and add some snacks on the side.  

 

My trip to Daystar was odd at first I was uncomfortable with the amount of people there were it spiked 

my anxiety I didn't know what to do I didn't know what to say and then when I watched one of my 

classmates work with someone I didn't know why I was so nervous about this. I soon actually looked 

people in the eyes and talked to them like friends they were really happy joking and laughing my friends 

were enjoying themselves and this calmed my nerves a lot. I really enjoyed myself soon a little girl and 

her mother came up asking to get a hot dog for the little girl’s breakfast it made me slightly sad because at 

the time it was around eleven and this was the first thing she had eaten. One man but one quarter in each 

ear and said he was listening to 50 Cents the band it warmed my heart he was still laughing and making 

other people laugh. We made hot dogs and sandwiches for everyone who came up they got to choose 

what they got and what they wanted we also gave people cookies and bananas. 

 

This trip helped me to grow as a person because I have experienced a different way of life I life that I 

have never thought to much about to my dismay. I never really thought about how how homeless people 

lived and how they lived I just noted that they were homeless. I got to know some people and I got to talk 

to a lot, some people were jumpy and scared of everything it made me wonder had had happened to them 

to make them jumpy like this. Other people were nice and friendly they talked and they had smiles and 

were just plain happy they enjoyed asking us about everything that we were doing if this was for a 

religious experience or if we were doing this to many other places. I feel like I have grown up in a way, 

not a physical way but a mental one I know more about different ways of life. 

 

In conclusion my time at DayStar has helped me have a mental, thinking free day I felt as though I was 

doing a good thing and that this was something different I have never been homeless so this was a great 

experience for me. I got to see my classmates in a different environment than we are all comfortable with, 

we were with different people, strangers people we had never met before this was out of our usual 

comfortable with and we handled it with as much calm and ease as we could and in my opinion we did 

really good.  



 
         Answering Jesus’ Call to Serve Others 
      St. Paul’s Middle School Service Program 
              (Donation Form) 

 
Through this program the students in middle school make monthly visits to 

Pinellas Hope and Daystar.  During this visit the students provide and serve meals 

to the residents.    

 

If you would like to make a contribution to help defer the cost of the meals, please 

attach your check and return this form to the school office to the attention of                  

Mr. McEntegart.   

 

Please make checks payable to St. Paul Catholic School. 

$25          $50        $75        $100 

 

Name ___________________________________        Amount _______________ 

 
 
 


